Starter and Referee Training and Certification of MSI officials.

To uniformly train, mentor and educate potential MSI certified Starters and Referees the following outlines the steps and personnel required to facilitate the process.

After attending the appropriate level clinic for the certified position desired, the apprentice official can begin their on-deck apprentice sessions.   

For Starter Apprentices:

Sometime after the 4th apprentice session, and continuing until certification is obtained, an evaluation from the Deck or Meet Referee should be requested.  The evaluation should be reviewed with the respective official and the meet and then entered into the MSI training system.  After the evaluation is entered, instruct the apprentice to sign onto their online user account to review the contents and ensure that the work areas included were items that the Training official reviewed with them at the meet.  On the 6th or later apprentice session with at least one positive evaluation, the Starter Apprentice can request a final certification evaluation from one of the certified Starter/Referee Training Referees.  During this session, the Training Referee will be noting improvements to any previously identified weaknesses. A final evaluation will then be completed by the Training Referee with a recommendation for certification or a recommendation for additional training.  Once the completed final evaluation with a recommendation for certification is input, the Training Referee will need to move the official to a testing phase event on the training system.  The apprentice will receive an automated email instructing them that they are ready to start the battery of tests appropriate to their certification level.  
For Referee Apprentices:

Sometime after the 4th apprentice session, and continuing until certification is obtained, an evaluation from the Deck or Meet Referee should be requested.  The evaluation should be reviewed with the respective official and the meet and then entered into the MSI training system.  After the evaluation is entered, instruct the apprentice to sign onto their online user account to review the contents and ensure that the work areas included were items that the Training official reviewed with them at the meet. On the 6th or later apprentice session with at least two positive evaluations, the Referee Apprentice can request a final certification evaluation from one of the certified Referee Training Referees.  During this session, the Training Referee will be noting improvements to any previously identified weaknesses. A final evaluation will then be completed by the Training Referee with a recommendation for certification or a recommendation for additional training.  Once the completed final evaluation with a recommendation for certification is input, the Training Referee will need to move the official to a testing phase event on the training system.  The apprentice will receive an automated email instructing them that they are ready to start the battery of tests appropriate to their certification level.  

In the absence of a previously determined Training Referee, the Officials Chair has the ability to identify a candidate to provide the final evaluation and recommendation for certification. 

For the purposes of reviewing and certifying that a Stroke and Turn apprentice has met the minimum on deck requirements to be certified, any LSC level Referee certified for  more than 1 year in the position may provide final sign off. 

For the purposes of reviewing and certifying that a Starter apprentice has met the minimum on deck requirements to be certified, any LSC level Referee certified for more than 2 years or 1 year as an LSC Referee with at least 1 year as an N2 certified starter may provide the final evaluation and sign off. 

For the purposes of reviewing and certifying that a Referee apprentice has met the minimum on deck requirements to be certified, any LSC level Referee certified for more than 3 years with current N2 certifications in both the Deck and Administrative Referee positions may provide the final evaluation and sign off. 

These criteria would allow the following individuals to certify Referees:

Jamie Cahn

Rob Dobry

John Ferrari
Bob Johnson
Peter LaGow

John Lee 
Sheryl Lepisto

Linda Sue Lottes

Steve Lottes

Chris Pulley

Don Smith 
Starter Certification:

Bruce Claus

Dennis Coyle
Steve Culpepper
John Dunnigan

Bruce Edwards
Dave Hoskins
Jeff Jorgenson

Debbie King
John McDonough
Debbie Sakell
Annie Smith-Jones
Kevin Walls

Yiqiang Zhang
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