Presenters

Keynote

Cecil Gordon

Cecil is a dedicated volunteer as demonstrated by his involvement in numerous organizations whose success is dependent upon its volunteers-one of which is USA Swimming.  As a physician he is committed to providing quality healthcare to all women, regardless of the social and/or economic obstacles they may face. He has received numerous awards for his community contributions to the reduction in infant mortality rates in underserved populations, as well as his dedication to the prevention of adolescent pregnancy through his nonprofit agency.  Cecil is the Founder and Medical Director of that agency, Volunteers for Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention, Inc., established in 1988.  His involvement with USA Swimming began when his children became competitors in the sport.  Currently, he is the Chair of USA Swimming's Diversity Committee and is also a member of the Rules and Regulations Committee.  He served as an official at the 2008 USA Olympic Team Trials and has been selected to officiate at the 2010 Pan Pacific Swimming Championships in Irvine, CA.

Officials


R. Pat Lunsford

Pat has been involved sports all of his life as a competitor, teacher, coach, athletic director and official.  He started in swimming as an age group swimmer and continued through college.  Pat has over 40 years experience as a swimming official spanning all levels of competitions (High School, NCAA, Masters, USA Swimming, and Olympics).  He served as a starter at the 2000 & 2002 World Championship and at the 2004 Olympics in Athens.  Pat has been the Program Operations VP for USA Swimming since 2006 and served as the National Officials’ Chairman from 1999 to 2002.  Pat founded Our Kids Initiative in 2000 and continues to serve as its Chairman.  He works collaboratively with 11 National Governing Bodies (NGB – i.e. YMCA, NCAA, and High School) to advance the sport of swimming for all swimmers in the USA by bringing the technical rules of stroke to congruency; thereby reducing the chances of disqualification when swimmers compete under different NGBs
Coaches

Russell Mark 

Russell currently serves as USA Swimming’s Director of National Team Performance Support.  In this role, he coordinates the analysis and technology of stroke used by the National Team to improve performance aimed for Olympic success.  He specializes in technique analysis, studying countless hours of above and underwater video of the best athletes in the country and world, and learning from coaches and athletes at all levels.  Prior to his 8+ years at USA Swimming, Russell was an engineer for Pratt & Whitney’s Experimental Military Jet Engine programs.  He graduated from the University of Virginia with a degree in aerospace engineering.

Athletes

Maritza Corriea 

Maritza was diagnosed with scoliosis at age six, and doctors recommended either swimming or gymnastics.  Maritza also practiced ballet before focusing solely on swimming.  She became the first black woman to qualify for an Olympic swim team 2004 earning silver swimming prelims of the 400m free relay at the 2004 Olympics.   Maritza went on to win four gold medals at the 2005 World University Games, capturing individual gold in the 50m free and three relay golds.  As a member of USA Swimming’s 2003 World Championship Team she earned a gold medal swimming on prelim 400m free relay.

Parents

Peter Clark

Peter has 35 years of on deck coaching experience. He earned a Master's Degree from Southern Methodist University in Sport Administration. Peter’s coaching experience includes NCAA Division I head coaching at the University of Louisiana Monroe, YMCA/USA experience with the Kansas City YMCA, and High School in Albany, NY and Marshall, MN. In addition, Peter was the head coach of Trident Swim Club in Lancaster PA where he coached Olympic Trial qualifiers and US national finalists. Peter has worked outside of coaching with the Aquatic Development Group in Albany New York in pool design and equipment sales. As a Sport Development Consultant for USA Swimming Peter has worked successfully with LSC’s and teams throughout the Eastern Zone.
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Sandy Blumit

Sandi began her career in the insurance business in 1969.   Sandi is instrumental in the day to day operations of Risk Management Services, Inc. but focuses primarily on the company’s specialized insurance programs one of which is USA Swimming. She has been developing and managing these programs for over 21 years. 
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